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Last Week in the U.S. House of Representatives 
EHLERS OFFERS GREETINGS TO PRESIDENT FORD - Recognizing the 90th 
birthday of former President Gerald R. Ford Monday, Congressman Vernon J. Ehlers, R-
Grand Rapids, issued the following statement:  “It is my great honor and pleasure to offer 
my heartiest congratulations to former President Gerald R. Ford on the occasion of his 
90th birthday. This is no small achievement, given the fact that only three other former 
presidents – John Adams, Herbert Hoover and Ronald Reagan – ever reached the age of 
90. 
For more information, please read the full press release on our website: 
http://www.house.gov/apps/list/press/mi03_ehlers/071403FordTribute.html 
 
CONGRESSMAN EHLERS SIGNS ON AS ORIGINAL CO-SPONSOR OF 
GREAT LAKES RESTORATION FINANCING ACT – “As a native Minnesotan and 
as a representative of and a longtime resident of the Great Lake State of Michigan, the 
Great Lakes are near and dear to my heart. Michigan is unique because it borders four of 
the five Great Lakes and has more shoreline than any state in the Lower 48. In all my 
years of public service on the local, state and federal levels, I have worked tirelessly to 
find ways to improve the health and sustainability of this precious and unique natural 
resource.” 
For more information, please read the full press release on our website: 
http://www.house.gov/apps/list/press/mi03_ehlers/071703GLRestore.html 
 
EHLERS SUPPORTS DECISION TO REVIVE I-96/36TH ST. INTERCHANGE - 
The decision to reinstate a project to construct a new interchange on I-96 at 36th Street in 
Kent County and 16 other projects statewide drew praise Monday from Congressman 
Vernon J. Ehlers, who said drivers on Michigan’s roadways will be the beneficiaries. 
For more information, please read the full press release on our website: 
http://www.house.gov/apps/list/press/mi03_ehlers/071403RoadProjects.html 
 
MEMBERS PUSH ADMINISTRATION FOR PLAN TO PREVENT GAP IN 
WEATHER COVERAGE – Proposed budget cuts threaten to delay launch of a new 
weather satellite system and increase costs of the program, members of the House 
Environment, Technology, and Standards (ETS) Subcommittee heard Tuesday.  The 
comments were made at a hearing, chaired by Congressman Vernon J. Ehlers, on the 
status of the National Polar-orbiting Operational Environmental Satellite System 
(NPOESS). 
For more information, please read the full press release on our website: 
http://www.house.gov/apps/list/press/mi03_ehlers/071503WeatherSats.html 
 
THIS WEEK IN THE U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
MONDAY, JULY 21, 2003  
On Monday, the House will meet at 12:30 p.m. for morning hour and 2 p.m. for 
legislative business. Votes will be postponed until 6:30 p.m. 
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Suspensions (11 bills): 
(Bills on suspension are generally considered non-controversial and have reduced debate 
time, but require a two-thirds majority vote to be passed.) 

1) H.R. 23 - Tornado Shelters Act: amends existing law to authorize communities 
to use Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funds for construction of 
tornado-safe shelters in manufactured home parks.  

2) S. 1280 - To amend the PROTECT Act to clarify certain volunteer liability: 
A technical correction bill to protect the National Center for Missing and 
Exploited Children from liability for decisions made in connection with the pilot 
project regarding suitability of individuals who wish to volunteer to work with 
children except where there is intentional misconduct or actions taken with actual 
malice.  

3) H.R. 1437 - To improve the United States Code: makes necessary technical and 
conforming changes to Public Law 107-217 and Title 40 of the United States 
Code (which deals with public buildings and property), and it does not change the 
substance of existing law. 

4) H.R. 2249 - Postmasters Equity Act of 2003: Amends chapter 10 of title 39, 
United States Code, to include postmasters and postmasters' organizations in the 
process for the development and planning of certain personnel policies, schedules, 
and programs of the United States Postal Service. 

5) H.Res. 240 - Expressing the sense of the House of Representatives that there 
should be established a National Community Health Center Week to raise 
awareness of health services provided by community, migrant, public 
housing, and homeless health centers.  

6) H.Con.Res. 230 - Honoring the 10 communities selected to receive the 2003 
All-America City Award: Expresses the sense of Congress in honoring the cities 
of Laurinburg, North Carolina; Tempe, Arizona; New Haven, Connecticut; Miami 
Beach, Florida; Des Moines, Iowa; Marquette County, Michigan; Wilson, North 
Carolina; South Sioux City, Nebraska; Corpus Christi, Texas; and the Greater 
Racine Area, Wisconsin, on receiving the National Civic League 2003 All-
America City Award. 

7) S. 1399 - William J. Scherle Post Office Building Redesignation Act 
(Glenwood, Ia.) 

8) H.R. 2328 - Robert A. Borski Post Office Building Designation Act 
(Philadelphia, Pa.) 

9) H.Con.Res. 212 - Recognizing and supporting the goals and ideals of the 
Year of the Korean War Veteran: Declares to the Nation and the world that the 
American people will never forget our veterans or those who served our Nation 
on the home front during the Korean War. 

10) H.R. 2357 - Veterans Health Care Improvement Act of 2003:  Authorizes the 
U.S. Veterans Health Administration to appoint and/or contract with chiropractors 
for services. 

11) H.R. 1516 - National Cemetery Expansion Act of 2003: Direct the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs to establish, not later than four years after the date of enactment, 
five new national cemeteries in the following areas: southeastern Pennsylvania; 



Birmingham, Alabama; Jacksonville, Florida; Bakersfield, California; and 
Greenville/Columbia, South Carolina. 

 
Rolled Vote on Van Hollen Motion to Instruct Conferees on H.R. 1308 - All-
American Tax Relief Act of 2003: To instruct conferees to include in the conference 
report the provision of the Senate amendment, not included in the House amendment, that 
provides immediate payments to taxpayers receiving additional credit by reason of the 
bill in the same manner as other taxpayers were entitled to immediate payments under the 
Jobs and Growth Tax Relief Reconciliation Act of 2003. 
 
TUESDAY, JULY 22, 2003  
On Tuesday, the House will meet at 9 a.m. for morning hour and 10 a.m. for legislative 
business.  
 
H.R. XXXX - Foreign Operations, Export Financing, and Related Programs 
Appropriations Act for Fiscal Year 2004: Appropriates $17.1 billion for FY 2004, 
which more than the FY 03 funding level of $16.2 billion, but less than the President’s 
request of $18.9 billion. 
 
WEDNESDAY, JULY 23, 2003 AND THE BALANCE OF THE WEEK 
On Wednesday and Thursday, the House will meet at 10 a.m. for legislative business. On 
Friday, the House will meet at 9 a.m. for legislative business. 
Suspensions (1 bill): 

1) H.R. 2086 - Office of National Drug Control Policy Reauthorization Act of 
2003: Reauthorizes the Office of National Drug Control Policy (ONDCP) within 
the Executive Office of the President for 5 years, through the end of FY 2008.  It 
also renews congressional authorization for national programs administered by 
ONDCP, including the National Youth Anti-Drug Media Campaign and the High 
Intensity Drug Trafficking Areas (HIDTA) program.   

 
H.R. 2210 - School Readiness Act of 2003(Postponed from last week): This 
reauthorization of the preschool Head Start program would strengthen Head Start’s 
academic standards by emphasizing cognitive development and the results of 
scientifically-based research in topics critical to children’s school readiness (including 
language, pre-reading, pre-mathematics, and English language acquisition). The changes 
would be similar to those adopted with strong bipartisan support for President Bush’s 
Reading First and Early Reading First initiatives, established in the No Child Left Behind 
Act for K-12 education. By strengthening the academic components of Head Start and 
maintaining comprehensive services, the legislation improves upon the good work that 
Head Start is doing in centers across the country. It also seeks to improve teacher quality 
in Head Start. The bill would ensure that a greater number of Head Start teachers are 
adequately trained and educated in early childhood development, particularly in teaching 
the fundamental skills of language, pre-reading, and pre-mathematics. It would require all 
new Head Start teachers to have at least an associates degree in early childhood education 
or a related field within three years, and 50 percent of Head Start teachers nationwide to 
have at least a bachelors degree by 2008. Provide incentives for states to maintain or 



expand funding for early childhood education. It also would shield Head Start and other 
early childhood education programs against state budget cuts and increase Head Start 
funding. The bill would authorize a $202 million increase in funding for Head Start – to 
$6.87 billion, meaning Head Start funding will have nearly doubled in the past seven 
years. Funding for Head Start in FY 1996 was approximately $3.8 billion. H.R. 2210 
would ensure that each current Head Start center receives more money for the next five 
years than they received in 2003.   
 
H.R. 2738 - United States-Chile Free Trade Agreement Implementation Act: 
Establishes a secure, predictable legal framework for U.S. investors who operate in Chile. 
In almost all instances, U.S. investors will have the right to establish, acquire, and operate 
investments in Chile on an equal footing with Chilean investors. 
 
H.R. 2739 - United States-Singapore Free Trade Agreement Implementation Act: 
create a secure and predictable legal framework for U.S. investors operating in Singapore 
because they will be treated as favorably as local investors and will have access to 
meaningful dispute settlement. The U.S.-Singapore FTA contains state of the art 
protection for U.S. intellectual property, which is increasingly vital in the digital age. It 
also will serve as the foundation for other possible FTAs in Southeast Asia. The FTA 
establishes standards for trade that mirror U.S. law and sets a precedent for future 
agreements.  
 
H.R. XXXX - Departments of Commerce, Justice, and State, the Judiciary, and 
Related Agencies Appropriations Act for Fiscal Year 2004: Appropriates $37.9 billion 
for FY 2004, which more than the FY 03 funding level of $37.2 billion and more than the 
President’s request of $37.7 billion. 
 
H.R. 2427 - Pharmaceutical Market Access Act of 2003: The FDA would be required 
to design and implement a system to grant individuals, pharmacists and wholesalers in 
America access to FDA-approved drugs from FDA-approved facilities in industrialized 
nations abroad. Those countries are limited to: the European Union, Australia, Canada, 
Iceland, Israel, Japan, Lichtenstein, New Zealand, Norway, Switzerland, and South 
Africa. Note: Mexico is NOT included. This bill requires all prescription drugs produced 
at home and abroad to use counterfeit-resistant packaging, similar to the technology used 
by the U.S. Department of the Treasury.  Also requires wholesalers to test each 
pharmaceutical shipment, unless the packaging uses counterfeit-resistant technology.   
 
H.R. XXXX - Departments of Veterans Affairs and Housing and Urban 
Development, and Independent Agencies Appropriations Act for Fiscal Year 2004: 
Information not available at time of publication. 
 
H.R. 2765 - District of Columbia Appropriations Act for Fiscal Year 2004: Approves 
the proposed $7.4 billion budget for the District of Columbia and sets the FY 2004 
federal payment to the District at $466 million, which is less that the FY 2003 
appropriation of $506 million, but more than the President’s request of $421 million. 
 



Historical Tidbits 
On July 21 … 
1861 - The first major battle of the U.S. Civil War began. It was the Battle of Bull Run at 
Manassas Junction, VA. The Confederates won the battle. 
1930 - The Veterans’ Administration of the United States was established. 
1949 - The U.S. Senate ratified the North Atlantic Treaty. 
1980 - Draft registration began in the United States for 19 and 20-year-old men. 
 
On July 22 … 
1937 - The U.S. Senate rejected President Roosevelt's proposal to add more justices to 
the Supreme Court. 
 
On July 23 … 
1938 - The first federal game preserve was approved by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service. The area was 2,000 acres in Utah. 
 
On July 24 … 
1866 - Tennessee became the first state to be readmitted to the Union after the U.S. Civil 
War. 
1998 - A gunman burst into U.S. Capitol and opened fire killing two police officers. 
Russel Weston Jr., was later ruled incompetent to stand trial. 
 
On July 25 … 
1868 - The U.S. Congress passed an act creating the Wyoming Territory. 
1952 - Puerto Rico became a self-governing commonwealth of the U.S. 
 
(Please do not respond to this e-mail. To send a message to Congressman Ehlers, please 
visit our website at http://www.house.gov/ehlers and click on "Write Your Rep.") 
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